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Volume 80 Issue 7 May 2010 

Calendar of Events  

5/6 Board of Governors 
meeting 1900 

5/13 Membership meet-
ing 1930 

5/15 Ladies Brunch 
1000 

5/27 8 Bells 1900 

5/29 Memorial Day Re-
gatta and Dinner 
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Volunteerism Makes Our Club 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the volunteers who support the disci-
pline of competitive sailing at OCBC.  The volunteers of the Race Committee at 
OCBC are among the best individuals I have had the privilege of volunteering with.  
Their dedication and hard work allow those who love to compete on the waters of 
Lake Hefner the assurance that their will be a fair race. 
 
Special thanks at this time go to the 2010 Splash Day Regatta Race Committee - 
Ginny Green, Lori Meyer II, Steve Meyer, Paul Pape, Bill Graham, Roy Jackson 
and “gas man” Greg Kinnebrew.  Not only did they volunteer one time, they also 
changed personal plans so that they could be available for the follow up weekend 
when the weather was better suited for competition. 
 
Though by choice not as a competitor, I would like to add my name to the list of 
those sail boat racing competitors who would like to thank each of the volunteers 
for your time, dedication and efforts on the waters of Lake Hefner. 
 
Ethelyn M. Barnett RCQM 

Editorially Speaking: 

One of the truly great things about our club is the volunteer spirit that resides here.  At 
most any club event you will see members step up and empty trash cans, refill the ice 
dispenser, clean up or repair items that need cleaning or repairing.  Some even work 
endless hours to procure a new lease.  
 
The next time you sail out of the harbor for a race you might think about the volun-
teers that it takes to put on an event.  It starts early in the season when the Race and 
regatta Committees set the calendar and publish the Notices of Race it continues with 
the Race Committee updating the Sailing Instructions.  The Regatta Committee pro-
cures the trophies for the year, and assigns Regatta Chairs for the club regattas.  To 
put on a race the Race Committee has to man two to four boats depending on the 
event.  The Signal boat is in charge of setting the course and setting the start line and 
signal the competitors through the starting sequence; it takes at least 4 volunteers to 



2  

April was a very special month at OCBC with the much anticipated arrival of a couple of new sail-
ors.  Yes, Justin and Scott received their Moths! (and they are so cute!)  Congratulations, guys. 
  We had a good Splash Day event, in spite of Mother Nature's best efforts (wind, rain, sun, rain,nice 
evening) with good and plentiful food and a lively band.  Many thanks to the entertainment people 
for their great help and the provisionals had the place clean quickly. 
  The Task Force has put together a multi layered plan for the boat club's future.  Please come to this 
month's meeting (Thursday, 7:30) to hear what they have to say.  Whether you like change or not, 
they have put much thought and work into the boat club's future and deserve a hearing.  Our plan is 
to present ideas this meeting, discuss and amend and post in June and vote for 1 of 5 possi-
ble variations in July. 
  The youth committee has a great summer of teaching kids to sail better and having fun doing 
so.  Please check their schedule and participate where you can. 
  Laura and I've been blessed with 2 healthy babies; Caroline and James were born on April 14th and 
are filling our days (and nights) with much to do and great joy doing it.  Thank you for your support 
and good wishes. 
 
 
Commodore Jim Blakewell 
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“ The Task Force 
has put together a 
multi layered plan 
for the boat club's 
future.  .” 

do that job.  The Mark set boat sets the marks at the distance and direction called by the PRO.  The other 
two boats are used for setting and maintaining the tart line and leeward mark or gate and the finish boat to 
set the finish line and record the finishes without error.  The Scorer is tasked with scoring the event while all 
of the competitors are relaxing with a tall cool beverage.  The Protest Committee has to stand by through the 
protest period (the time from when the RC docks to the end of the protest period usually 30min. To an hour 
depending on the event).  In our club both the PRO and Protest Committee Chair or Chief Judge are US 
Sailing Certified, that means they have taken the time and money to travel, work races, go to seminars, be 
tested and certified to a nationally recognized standard. 
 
When you come back to the harbor there are volunteers that maintain our hoists and docks for your benefit.  
Volunteers maintain our docks and our club boats.  Volunteers even keep the goose poop off our docks.  
Volunteers on the Entertainment Committee plan our parties give us incredible meals at an impossibly low 
cost to us and still manage to include a band.  Volunteers decorate for these parties cook and serve the 
meals and then clean up afterwards. 
 
Volunteers do jobs that you couldn’t pay anyone to do; they do it for love of the club and because they are 
members of the best boat club anywhere.  Volunteers don’t ask for thanks but it is appreciated when they 
get it.  If you are a volunteer I would like to thank you from my heart for what you do for the club; if you are 
new or have not had the opportunity to volunteer I would like to invite you to step up and help our club wher-
ever you can, we can use your talents and spirit to keep this the best boat club anywhere. 
 
Mike Anderson, Editor/Publisher 

(Continued from page 1) 

Volunteer Club continued 
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We've heard more proposals than Liz Taylor. 
 
Numerous solutions to "the sky is falling" have arisen lately.  These proposals are just that.   They are ideas 
that are well-intended and designed by well-meaning members, in response to perceived needs.  Please 
maintain an open mind and relax until these propositions reach fruition.  When and if, any or all of these 
ideas are formally presented to the membership, you will have a month to consider any action..... 
 
On a much lighter note, congratulations are in order for all of our newest additions. 
Commodore Jim Blakewell & wife Laura have been blessed with twins. Member Bob Heaslet and his wife 
Derinda have beautiful baby girl who they debuted at the fantastic Cinco de Meyo Party.  You might also 
Congratulate Vice-Commodore on his new arrival, a beautiful bouncing baby Beneteau---365 inches long 
weighing just, four and one-half tons. 
 
I wish I personally could thank each of those members who attended the April Work Party.  All the hoped-
for projects were completed perfectly with no need for assistance.. 
I can't overstate the pride i feel to be part of club with this level of involvement and dedication.  Again, my 
sincere thanks!   Members might also thank John Walters and his charming wife Rosey for their tireless 
efforts in putting on the annual Cinco de Meyo party.  Also, a tip of the hat, to Luther Curtis for taking on 
the task of trying to keep the docks cleaned of goose poop. 
 
The grass has started growing, our lawn crew and member volunteers have done a fairly job of trimming, 
but the ultimate responsibility for the area of your trailer still belongs to you. 
You might also get warm glow on the inside if you work on your friends and neighbors slips while you 
have your weed-eater here. 
 
Thanks again for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
 
 
Mike Hahn --Rear Commodore--405-642-4345 
 

“.I wish I 
personally 
could thank 
each of those 
members who 
attended the 
April Work 
Party.  ”  

Rear Commodore’s Report 
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Your committee for Lighthouse in moving right along, almost ready for the event to happen just a few clean up chores and they 
will be ready to go. We still need donations/sponsors, donations are coming in but if you need to be on our board or the “T” 
shirts we need your donation and logo as soon as you can. We are also in need of Wine for the wine pull, any donation will be 
accepted for this. John Barnett and his crew are working hard on the Challenge cup, if you know of a Gold fleet sponsor please 
get with him as soon as you can. Then last but not least, the Blackwatch fleet have chosen our club to hold their National reun-
ion here once again, that speaks well of our club and its members. 
 
 
Bob Chope/Liz Eagan LCR Co Chairs 

Lighthouse Charity Regatta  

Vice Commodore’s Report 
 As many of you have heard about and/or listened to the presentations made by the Long Range Planning Committee we all have a 
lot to consider for our future at OCBC. The Town hall meetings went well with a lot of very good questions as well as some opin-
ions both for and against. 
We now want all of the membership to think about the proposals that were made, remembering that no matter what we agree to, 
there are some items in the proposals that must be completed such as the repair to the sea wall. 
Eventually, hopefully sooner than later this will come to the vote of the membership, this is your club. We ask that you have an 
open mind and not let others make your decisions for you or sway them, vote what YOUR conscience tells you is right for your 
club. Also please make your presence known for any vote, remember that we only need a quorum present which is forty of your 
peers, of that forty regular members we only need two thirds of the quorum to pass anything. Yes two thirds is merely 26 of the 
200 membership, approx one eighth of the total regular members will make the decision for you if you do not appear for any vote. 
’ 
 
Bob Chope Vice Commodore 
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EXTERIOR WASH & TOWEL DRY  
 

$5.00 and takes about 5 minutes 
Great for those people in a hurry! 

Cash Only for Exterior Express 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL SERVICE CAR WASH  
 

Bug Removal, Complete Interior Vacuum, 
Washed and Dried Bumper to Bumper, Interior 
Windows Cleaned, Dash Dusted,  Door Jams 

Cleaned.  

 

 

 EXTRA SERVICES 
 

Online Waxes 
Wheel Cleaning 

Vinyl & Leather Protection 
Air Fresheners 

 
DETAILING SERVICES 

 
Interior Shampooing, Vinyl and 
Leather Cleaning & Protection, 
Wheel Cleaning, Exterior Wax 

and Polishing. 
Stop by for an estimate 

Proud Sponsor of  * OCBC Youth Sailing Program * Li ghthouse Charity Regatta  *  Women’s Rolex * 
and * Member of the Month* 
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5100 N. Penn 840-4446 
7224 W. Hefner 773-7222 

208 S. Air Depot MWC 737-8807 
We accept Credit Cards, Fuelman, Checks and Cash 

Shamrock fuel available at most locations 
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Quote of the Month and accompanying photos are submitted 
by Cindy Friedman, OCBC Public Relations  

Photo credit: Gary Saunders 
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Fleet Reports 

Handicap Fleet: 
 See article on page 8 
Bill Graham 

Blackwatch Fleet: 

The Fleet continues to grow.  Hull #67 surfaced in central 
Pennsylvania, She is currently owned by Elliott Chotes.   I 
have also received a confirmed report of hull #53, berthed on 
Lake Palestine TX. This boat was last known to be in the 
Houston area, and was then owned by Gina Short.  I have not 
yet been in direct contact with the current owners.    
 
OCARINA, #73 has been sold.  I am not privy to whether 
Gerry Cotter received his asking price for her, but I cannot 
imagine that the buyer could be anything less than 
thrilled.  Gerry indicated that the new owner is considering 
sailing her across the Hecate Strait to the Charlottes. The strait 
is 30 miles of sea at its narrowest point, a big trip for a little 
boat!   
Mike Kane located a buyer for SOMHAIRLE, #66 and she 
will remain in the Portland Maine area summers.  Josh and 
Cassie are ‘snowbirds’ and plan to trailer her to the Keys for 
the winter months. 
 
LITTLE GULL, #44 was sold in February and has returned to 

the Pittsburgh PA area.  The new owner, Ben Smith, is 
planning a transit of the Erie Canal system for this 
summer. 
 
Still ‘Beating the Drum’ to generate interest in a Sec-
ond Blackwatch Fleet Gathering at Lighthouse.  I have 
a few firm commitments, and I think my son’s new 
Ford will be able to get ‘lil Bit down there this year!  I 
hope to see you all in June. 
 
Dave McFate 
Blackwatch #77 
 

 
Catalina Fleet: 
No Report 
  
Thanks, Gene McClendon (actually submitted by 

Mary—Gene is in Australia) 
 
Santana 20 Fleet 
No Report 
 
J-24 Fleet: 
No report 
 
J-22 Fleet: 
No Report 
 
Soling Fleet: 
No report 
 
Flying Scot Fleet 191: 
No Report 
 
Level 170 Fleet: 
No report 
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SHOULD WE BE HANDICAPPING THE BOAT OR THE PEOPLE? 
> By Don Finkle, RCR Yachts 
 
 
> The search for the optimal handicapping system has been going on forever and the results are elusive. Over the 
years we have had a parade of better mousetraps, rules/systems such as CCA, IOR, LOR, ORR, IMS, MORC,  
Portsmouth, PHRF and now IRC (sorry if I left anyone out, but you get the idea). What usually happens is there is an 
initial level of excitement for the new  rule as sailors look forward to better racing, especially the thought that  maybe 
their own boat will be treated more kindly under this new rule. Then invariably some of them decide that their yacht is 
not so favorably rated after all, and they become disgruntled as they were before. We end up with some owners lik-
ing the rule because they feel they are rated well, and others who don't like their own rating. The rules may change, 
and those who are happy or unhappy may change, but the result is the same. Not everyone likes the system then in 
vogue. Hence this continuum of systems being discarded in favor of something newer. 
> Regardless of what rule is used, the sailors that compete under it vary widely in skill, experience, competitive na-
ture and commitment, as well as the reason they race in the first place. Let's assume that it is a given that everyone 
wants to win, but they don't all expect to win. Problems arise when owners either feel they have no chance to win, or 
when they are used  to winning and expect to win, but aren't winning any more. In either case  they will be unhappy, 
and then look for another rule or worse yet, quit  sailing. This is the challenge for those who administer the sport, 
how to appeal to most of the sailors most of the time, so that we maintain and even grow participation. The rule used 
can either encourage or discourage, depending on how good a job it does of providing equitable competition. It is an 
elusive and even a moving target, especially as boat designs change. 
> There is one other point to consider here. Should we stick to handicapping boats only, and not the people who sail 
them? Generally only the equipment is rated, not the people, and of course the better people usually win this way. 
That is good for the better sailors, if their goal is a trophy, but maybe it's not actually the best for them in the long 
run. If they had to work harder to win maybe they would actually benefit. Other sports such as golf and bowling 
handicap the people, so that everyone has a better chance. 
 It seems to me that we should consider offering both types of racing, some that handicaps boats, and some that 
handicaps people. Everyone would know the game when they set out, so there should not be any upset when a 
more accomplished sailor lost to one of lesser experience who happened to have a good day. Maybe this encour-
agement would keep people interested long enough until their skills improve to the point that they can be competitive 
in a system where only the boat is handicapped. 
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Crew Needed: Need crew, experi-
enced, preferably in sailing Flying 
Scots, but particularly in spinnaker 
sets, for my new boat, “Up to 
Speed.” Reward!  Keith Green 
842-4664 
green3000@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale:  Three sets of used Fly-
ing Scot sails. $200 each to be 
donated to Lighthouse Charities. 
Contact Keith Green, 842-4664 or 
388-8104 (cell). 
 
 
 
For Sale:  Two Sun Fish, Good 
condition with trailers and one 
sail that is brand new, $600 and 
$ 700 respectively, Contact 
RICHARD HORTON, 405-
205-2518 

For Sale: TWO DOLPHINS 
1969 & 1981, 14', GOOD 
CONDITION, WITH TRAIL-
ERS, $900 & $1000 RESPEC-
TIVELY.  JOHN WALTERS, 
405-720-6467, bigjoh-
ndiego@sbcglobal.net 
 
Wanted: New or used Hydro-
hoist that can be used or modi-
fied  for J-22.  Please contact 
Greg Thomas,  tele:  405-203-
4795 or greget@aol.com 
 
Wanted: Used roller furling 
150-155% Jib for a tall rig 
Catalina 27.  Contact Mike 
Anderson, (405) 737-3168 or 
mikeanderson@sbcglobal.net.  

For Sale:  1976 Catalina 
25.  Sails:  Main, 110% 150% 
Genoa.  Yamaha 9.9HP.  Fresh 
batteries.  Sony AM/FM/CD w/
both int & ext spkrs.  Int. 12V 
fans for great sleeping on the 
water.  Fixed keel. $4500. 
Contact:  Jeff Brown (405) 823-
1990. �

The Trading Page 

Editor, Mike Anderson 
Phone: (405) 737-3168 

Email: mikeanderson@sbcglobal.net 
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We’re on the web  
www.okcboatclub.com 

�

Oklahoma City Boat Club 
Flag Officers & Board of Governors 
Commodore  Jim Blakewell 
Vice Commodore Bob Chope 
Rear Commodore  Mike  Hahn 
Secretary  Gary Saunders 
Treasurer  Ken Wert 
Treasurer Elect Liz Egan 
Board Members Mike Bradshaw 
  Robbin Phillips 
  Scott Law 
Past Commodore Ann Kilpatrick 
Committee Chairmen 
Planning  Bob Chope 
HD&A  Mike Hahn 
Race  Mike Anderson 
Regatta  Kevin Mott 
PHRF  TBA 
Scoring  Ann Kilpatrick 
Entertainment  Dwight Bays 
Membership  Karl Benzer 
Youth   M. Puiggari/K.Smith 
USSA  Gary Sander 
CSSA  Dan Camp 
Lighthouse  Blakewell/Downing 
Hoist  M. Hahn/J. Burke 
Commodore’s Cup TBA 
Data Base& Roster Deal Bowman 
Technology  Bayless Kirtley 
Ye Logge   Mike Anderson 
Eight Bells Society Bill Hesse 
Protocol  Steve Bryant 
Protest  Rick Mallinson 
Finance  TBA 
Photography  Bruce McDermott 
Education  David Bass 
Historian  Bruce McDermott 
 
The editors of Ye Logge reserve the right to edit or delete any 
material submitted for publication.  Manuscripts submitted will not 
be returned.  Items submitted for publication must be sent to the 
editor by the 25th of the month preceding the month of publication.  
The Oklahoma City Boat Club accepts no responsibility for the 
contents of any items published by the editors or contributions to 
this publication.  ©2005 The Oklahoma City Boat Club, Inc, Lake 
Hefner, OKC. 

Ad Rates: 
1/4 page $75, 1/2 page $150 
full page $300 per year. 


